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Basic descriptive metadata requirements for web archives in 

SearchWorks



● Title of website

● Name of website creator(s) and/or 

publishers

● Language(s) used in the site

● Brief abstract describing the site

● Subject terms for the site's content

● website collector name

● type of resource (text)

● genre (archived website)

● date of website capture

● form (electronic)

● digital origin (born digital)

● internet media type (text/html)

● original site URL

● "archived by" note

● web archiving service note

● repository (Stanford University. 

Libraries)

● SWAP URL

● PURL

● record administrative info
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bibliographic archival



bibliographic

identification
discovery
context

archival

origin, authenticity
accountability

provenance, processing



● selecting what and what not to keep

● using a technological tool (which may have limitations of 
its own) to capture the content, and almost always 
results in an ‘incomplete’ copy of the original

● crawl configuration

● playback environment and its display behavior
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“Decisions made during processing can greatly affect who, 
what, where, when, why and how researchers access and 
understand the digital material within a given collection. For 
us, the Processing Information section is therefore one of 
the most important aspects of any finding aid that describes 
born-digital materials. In particular, processing legacy born-
digital material can often involve changing the nature of the 
data to preserve it and make it accessible.”

Berdini et al., “Describing Digital,” p.8

http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/westernarchives/vol9/iss1/10


Consider the following questions while describing a group of seeds:

What is this collection for? Who is it for?
What is the general scope and content?
Why these seeds and not others? What was the selection criteria?

A collection-level record is recommended to describe a curated group of web archive 
seeds. A descriptive overview to highlight a theme, topic(s), event, or other criteria can 
provide much needed context for a collection of individual websites. Recent literature 
about the perspective of researchers using web archives collections has identified the 
user-end need for transparency and understanding the curator’s rationale for the 
selection of websites to be archived, contributing to an emerging concept of ‘web 
archives provenance’. 
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"Ultimately web archiving is about capturing and 
recapturing aspects of the experience and 
performance of the live web, and it's up to 
collectors, users, and subjects to negotiate together 
what exactly that means."

Amy Wickner, “Web archiving and you. Web archiving and us,” 
Code4Lib 2018

https://osf.io/xp4mh/
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